RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
Fellows of Trinity, in the expression of their feelings, especially those of approval. It may be that some things go without saying, but it is also true that many of these are the better for being said. If a friend has had a success it is better to send him your congratulations than to leave him to take them as read. Dr. Butler was most scrupulous about this : anyone he knew who received some distinction was sure to have his pleasure enhanced by the receipt from him of a letter such as no one but he could have written, full of charm, grace and kindliness. He was as unrivalled as a letter-writer as he was as a speaker. The number of letters of this kind he wrote must have been very large, for any Trinity undergraduate who won any distinction, either in the College or in the University, was sure to have the pleasure of receiving one. It seemed to him to be so natural to write to his friends to express his appreciation of what they had done that, if he did not receive any such expression, he concluded that what he had done was not appreciated. The Fellows of Trinity were very reticent about expressing their feelings, and the Master felt as if he were surrounded by chilling indifference, and indeed a meeting of the whole body of Fellows is about the most difficult audience to address I know. It is as difficult and depressing as broadcasting a speech or speaking in the dark. I think, however, the Master realised, as the years went on, that he had gained not only the admiration and respect of the Fellows but also their affection.
Dr. Butler's Mastership was characterised by almost boundless hospitality and generosity. In a letter to Dr. Westcott dated May 9, 1887, he writes: " When I accepted my very peculiar post it seemed to me clear that hospitality on a large scale, rightly understood, was one of my plain 276